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INTRODUCTION 

This report gives an overview on the start of the school year and its length as well as the timing and 
length of school holidays. It covers both primary and general secondary education. The information is 
available for the 37 countries participating in the EU's Erasmus+ programme (27 EU Member States, 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Switzerland, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Montenegro, North Macedonia, 
Norway, Serbia and Türkiye). The reference year is 2023/2024. 

 

 

 
KEY POINTS 

The school year generally starts at the beginning of September  
In most of the European education systems, the school year starts in September. It starts on 
1 September in 11 education systems (1). Students in Malta are the last to return to school at the end 
of September. In eight education systems, school starts in August (2). It may start as early as 9 August 
in Finland.  

The length of the summer holidays varies a lot across Europe  
In Europe, the summer holidays generally start between the end of May and the second half of July. In 
the majority of the education systems, students have between 8 and 12 weeks.  

However, the length of the summer holidays varies significantly between countries (see Figure 1). They 
last no more than 8 weeks in the French Community of Belgium, Denmark, some German Länder, 
France, the Netherlands, Portugal (ISCED 2-3), some Swiss cantons, Liechtenstein and Norway. At the 
opposite end, students are on holidays for more than 12 weeks in Ireland (ISCED 2 and 3), Greece, 
Latvia, Malta, Portugal (ISCED 1), Albania and Iceland (ISCED 2-3). 

In some countries, the length of the summer holidays varies depending on the level of education. In 
Lithuania, students in primary education have two more weeks than those in general secondary 
education. In three countries, students in primary education have more holidays than those in general 
secondary education. They may have one month more in Portugal, two more weeks in Lithuania, and 
one and a half week more in Cyprus); Conversely, students in general secondary education have longer 
summer holidays. In Iceland they have two weeks less and in Ireland about four weeks less. 

 

 

 
(1) Belgium (German-speaking and Flemish Communities), Estonia, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Slovenia, Slovakia, 

North Macedonia and Serbia 
(2) In the French Community of Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Sweden, Switzerland, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway. It 

may also be the case in Germany, Ireland and the Netherlands depending on the region or the school. 
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Figure 1: Length of summer holidays (in weeks) in primary and general secondary education (ISCED 1-3), 
2023/2024 

 

  

 ≤ 8 weeks 

 > 8 to ≤ 10 weeks 

 > 10 to ≤ 12 weeks 

 > 12 weeks 

  

 

Source: Eurydice. 

Explanatory note 
See Figure 2.  
Data are available as open data at https://eurydice.eacea.ec.europa.eu/publications/organisation-school-time-europe-primary-
and-general-secondary-education-20232024. 

Country-specific notes 
Belgium (Flemish Community): the data has not been validated by the Eurydice National Unit. 
Spain, France, Croatia, Italy, Malta and Portugal: the exact dates for the start of the school year in 2024/2025 are not yet 
available. The summer period is calculated with the assumption that students will come back to school at the same period as in 
2023/2024.  
Iceland: the map shows the category for ISCED 3. For ISCED 1 and 2, the duration is between 10 and 12 weeks. 
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Explanatory note 
See in Annex the figures including, when applicable, school calendars depending on the region or the zone. All dates are also 
available as open data at: https://eurydice.eacea.ec.europa.eu/publications/organisation-school-time-europe-primary-and-
general-secondary-education-20232024 
Beginning of the school year: the first day when students are meant to resume school activities, usually after the longest 
holiday period. It is the day that is indicated in official documents even if it is not an instruction day.  
Holiday period: days when students are not required to be present at school (compared to usual school week). This includes 
public holidays. Examination periods (even if taken outside the schools), school trips when some or all students are not present 
at school are not considered, even if only some students are required to attend.  
When there is a holiday period immediately before a weekend, the days of the weekend that follows are included as part of the 
holiday period. 
When a holiday period lasts for a week or more, the weekends during the holiday period and at the end of the holiday period are 
included. However, the weekend before is not included even if the holiday period is starting on a Monday. 
The figure does not take into account specific minimum number of days for students in the final grade of an education cycle. 
Longer holiday periods for specific regions or tracks, indicated as ‘maximum duration’ in Figure 3, are not considered. 
The figure does not take into account specific minimum number of days for students in the final grade of an education cycle.  

Country-specific notes 
Belgium (Flemish Community): the data has not been validated by the Eurydice National Unit. 
Denmark, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iceland, Norway and Serbia: the distinction is made between primary and lower 
secondary education (single structure) on one hand and upper secondary on the other hand. 
Spain, France, Croatia, Italy, Malta and Portugal: the exact dates for the start of the school year in 2024/2025 are not yet 
available. The summer period is calculated with the assumption that students will come back to school at the same period as in 
2023/2024. 
 

https://eurydice.eacea.ec.europa.eu/publications/organisation-school-time-europe-primary-and-general-secondary-education-20232024
https://eurydice.eacea.ec.europa.eu/publications/organisation-school-time-europe-primary-and-general-secondary-education-20232024
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GETTING IN TOUCH WITH THE EU 

In person 

All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct centres. You can find the address of the centre nearest 
you online (european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en). 

On the phone or in writing 

Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European Union. You can contact this service:  
----- by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these calls), 
----- at the following standard number: +32 22999696, 
----- via the following form: european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en. 

FINDING INFORMATION ABOUT THE EU 

Online 

Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU is available on the Europa website 
(europa.eu).  

EU publications 

You can view or order EU publications at op.europa.eu/en/publications. Multiple copies of free publications can be obtained 
by contacting Europe Direct or your local documentation centre (european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en).  

EU law and related documents 

For access to legal information from the EU, including all EU law since 1951 in all the official language versions, go to 
EUR-Lex (eur-lex.europa.eu). 

Open data from the EU 

The portal data.europa.eu provides access to open datasets from the EU institutions, bodies and agencies. These can be 
downloaded and reused for free, for both commercial and non-commercial purposes. The portal also provides access to a 
wealth of datasets from European countries. 
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The organisation of school time in Europe.  
Primary and general secondary education – 2023/2024 

 

This report provides an overview of the school calendars for primary and 
general secondary education in 37 European countries. It presents information 
on the start of the school year and its length as well as the timing and length 
of school holidays.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Eurydice Network’s task is to understand and explain how Europe’s 
different education systems are organised and how they work. The network 
provides descriptions of national education systems, comparative studies 
devoted to specific topics, indicators and statistics. All Eurydice publications 
are available free of charge on the Eurydice website or in print upon request. 
Through its work, Eurydice aims to promote understanding, cooperation, trust 
and mobility at European and international levels. The network consists of 
national units located in European countries and is co-ordinated by the 
European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA).  

For more information about Eurydice, see: https://eurydice.eacea.ec.europa.eu/. 
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